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WELCOME TO TESTIMONY!

From Music Director Steven Byess

Dear Friends,

| am delighted to welcome you to Testimony, an unforgettable orchestral program
featuring the electrifying Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 3 and the sweeping and
profound Symphony No. 10 of Dmitri Shostakovich.

The Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 3 is one of the most challenging concertos in the
repertoire, and we are fortunate to present the internationally acclaimed pianist Yaron
Kohlberg, who will bring his enthusiasm, artistry, and brilliance to every note. | first
collaborated with Yaron in 2009, just after he was awarded the silver medal in the
Cleveland International Piano Competition. In that program, Yaron dazzled everyone

by performing both of the piano concerti of Maurice Ravell I've had the honor to
collaborate numerous times since with Yaron in many locations around the United
States, and every performance has been breathtaking. | am honored to present Yaron in
his first collaboration with Orchestra Nova Northwest.

The program culminates in Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 10 — an extraordinary work
that is a profound testament to the resilience of human spirit in the face of adversity.
This rich and monumental work is a musical rebuke of the oppressive regime of Joseph
Stalin, written immediately after the
death of the Soviet dictator, and it will

feature the entire orchestra.

Thank you for attending a
performance of our extraordinary
Orchestra Nova Northwest. We

invite you to experience moments of
boldness, beauty, and resilience in
this powerful celebration of music’s
enduring voice.

Steven Byess, Music Director

PLEASE BE COURTEOUS OF THOSE LISTENING AROUND YOU

Please silence your cell phones and other devices during the concert. Flash

photography and recording of any kind are prohibited.




ORCHESTRA NOVA NORTHWEST

Saturday, May 17, 2025 « 7:30 PM « Mt. Hood Community College + Gresham
Sunday, May 18, 2025 « 3:00 PM - Patricia Reser Center for the Arts « Beaverton

TESTIMONY

Steven Byess, Conductor
Yaron Kohlberg, Piano

Piano Concerto No. 3 in C major, Op. 26 (1921) SERGEI PROKOFIEV
l. Andante - Allegro (1891-1953)
Il. Tema con variazioni
lll. Allegro ma non troppo
Mr. Kohlberg, Piano

INTERMISSION

Symphony No. 10 in E minor, Op. 93 (1946-1953) DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH
I. Moderato (1906-1975)
II. Allegro

lll. Aligretto - Largo - Pit mosso
IV. Andante - Allegro

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE WORKS ON THIS PROGRAM

For insight and commentary from Concertmaster Casey Bozell, scan E"

this code and choose either a video or audio podcast.
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This program is supported in part by the City of Portland and Multnomah County,
and by the generosity of our individual and corporate sponsors.

Orchestra Nova Northwest receives support from the Oregon Arts Commission, a
state agency funded by the State of Oregon and the National Endowment for the Arts.

Design services provided by Oh! Creative

Photo credit: Sara Bill, Rachel Hadiashar, Nikolaj Lund, Phil Pasteris.
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ABOUT ORCHESTRA NOVA NORTHWEST

Oregon’s Progressive Orchestra

Founded in 1982 as Palatine Hills Symphony, Orchestra Nova Northwest
(ONN) has become a cornerstone of the Portland metro arts scene. Over
the decades, it has evolved under the leadership of John Trudeau, Huw Edwards,
and, since 2014, Steven Byess, growing in both artistic excellence and community
impact. Renamed Orchestra Nova Northwest in 2024, the orchestra is known for
its bold and inclusive programming, blending masterful renditions of classical works
with innovative and diverse repertoire.

As the only orchestra that regularly performs in East Multhomah County, ONN

is deeply committed to making symphonic music accessible to a wide audience.
Through affordable concert experiences, the orchestra fosters a love for live
music, while also intentionally creating space each season to showcase living, local,
and under-represented composers and collaborators who represent our diverse
and changing community. Beyond the concert hall, ONN invests in the community
through educational and outreach initiatives, ensuring that symphonic music
continues to inspire and connect people across the region.




MEET THE MAESTRO

Artistic Vision. Musical Leadership.

STEVEN BYESS

Conductor

Steven Byess is a dynamic and
passionate conductor, hailed by
critics as “masterful and brilliant,”
“creating the epitome of instrumental
elegance,” and capturing “the

full spirit and vitality of the score
perfectly.” Recognized for his musical
versatility, multi-faceted presence on
the podium, and passion for music
education, he is devoted to promoting
a life-long love and enthusiasm for
music and the arts.

Steven is celebrating his 11th season as Music Director of Orchestra Nova Northwest
(formerly Portland Columbia Symphony Orchestra, and also serves as the music
director of the Arkansas Philharmonic Orchestra, and the North Mississippi
Symphony Orchestra. He conducted the U.S. premiere of Russian violinist Alexander
Markov’s Rock Concerto at Carnegie Hall in New York, and was selected by Walt
Disney World Entertainment to conduct the 2000 NFL E*TRADE Super Bowl! Halftime
show, where he performed for a television audience of 88 million fans.

As a passionate advocate for the arts, Steven is sought after for his speeches on
the arts, music, and education, and has organized collaborations with numerous
choruses, chamber music ensembles, and festivals. He wrote and co-directed a

PBS presentation, Count On It!, designed to connect music and mathematics for
children grades K-3. Since 2013, he has shared this passion with over 80,000 children
around the country as a conductor of the Carnegie Hall Weill Music Institute Link Up
orchestral education concerts.

Steven is the former associate music director of the Ohio Light Opera where he
conducted over 80 productions and 21 commercial recordings, including repertoire
ranging from well- to little-known operas and operettas to blockbuster classic
American musical theater works.

Maestro Byess’ podium is sponsored by Grant & Gretchen Hatton and Lindsay &
Christopher Kolar, in honor of Marjorie Beam.
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MEET OUR GUEST ARTIST

Global Artist. Master Pianist. Messenger of Peace.

YARON KOHLBERG

Soloist, Piano

Described as “the pianist with
golden hands,” Yaron Kohlberg is
one of Israel’s most acclaimed
pianists. He has performed in over
40 countries across five continents,
including prestigious venues such
as Carnegie Hall, the Kremlin, the
Concertgebouw, and Beijing’s
Forbidden City. A Steinway Artist
and winner of ten international

competitions—including the silver
medal at the 2007 Cleveland International Piano Competition—Kohlberg is known
for his passionate artistry, dynamic stage presence, and cross-cultural curiosity.

Currently the President of Piano Cleveland, Kohlberg is helping to shape the
future of classical music through innovative programming and artist development
initiatives. He co-created Virtu(al)oso, a global virtual piano competition launched
during the pandemic, and The Listening Series, designed to deepen audience
engagement. His leadership reflects a strong commitment to expanding access
and visibility for young artists and diverse audiences alike.

Kohlberg’s creative approach to performance includes blending classical repertoire
with transcriptions of popular music and storytelling, making his concerts
accessible, engaging, and surprising. He regularly performs with Duo Amal, an
Israeli-Palestinian piano duo dedicated to using music as a bridge for peace and
dialogue. Their performances have taken them to venues including the United
Nations in Geneva and earned invitations from the Vatican.

Fluent in six languages and deeply engaged in international collaboration, Kohlberg
continues to explore how music can foster connection, creativity, and empathy
across borders.



ORCHESTRA NOVA NORTHWEST

Steven Byess, Conductor

Podium Sponsored by Grant & Gretchen Hatton and Lindsay & Christopher Kolar, In Honor of Marjorie Beam

Violin I

Section sponsored by the Anne Emery Kyllo Fund

Casey Bozell, Concertmaster
Sponsored by Romani Lay & Neville Wellman

Alberta Barnes, Acting Assistant
Concertmaster

Lori Brosius

Narae Han

Jody Morrissette
Sponsored by Joanne Wakeland

Erin Feree

Shion Yamakawa

Brian Bennett
Sponsored by Laura Spurrell

Jarin Joyner

Megan Moran

Nic Price**
Sponsored by Jessica Chou & Tom Chau

Violin II

Elizabeth Doty, Principal
Sandra Ling

Elizabeth O’Mara

Sarah O’ Mara

Cherie Hull
Sponsored by Purple Thunder

Stella Sol
Brenna Carey
Lauren Trujillo
Judy Rompa**
Stacy Edgar**
Ann Medellin**
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Viola

Section sponsored by Allen L. Dobbins
Shauna Keyes, Principal**
Austin Han, Acting Principal
Cynthia Scott

Kim Burton

Chris Fotinakis

Charlyn Wilson
Sponsored by Purple Thunder

Geoffrey Hamlyn

Amy Roesler**

Cello

Section sponsored by Cliff & Karen Deveney

Katherine Schultz, Principal**
Sponsored by the Gresham Center for the Arts
Foundation

Ed Stevens, Acting Principal

Kyle Grant
Sponsored by Eugene & Janet Grant

Anne Sato
Sponsored by Pamela Schossau & Tom Trainor

Isaiah Hsu
Sponsored by Jessica Chou & Tom Chau

Max Fuller
Ashley Peck

Quinn Kun Liu**

Bass

Section sponsored by Slate & Davida Wilson
Clint O’Brien, Principal**

Greg Dugan, Acting Principal
Marc Bescond

David Knaub
Sponsored by Katie Urey, In Memory of Jack Urey

Andrew Harmon



Flute

Adam Eccleston, Principal

Gail Gillespie
Sponsored by Col. Mary J. Mayer, USAF (Ret)

Robert Wakeley

Oboe

Section sponsored by Peter & Ann van Bever

Victoria Racz, Principal
Sponsored by Léon Pluymaekers

Dagny Rask Regan

Ann van Bever

Clarinet

Alicia Charlton, Principal
Sponsored by the Don Adamson Family

Steven Gordon
Sponsored by M. Susan & William L. Smith

Isaac Beu

Bassoon

Section sponsored by Bill & Diana Dameron

Margaret McShea, Principal
Sponsored by Steve & Diana Gordon

Kara Lane

Nicole Buetti, Principal Contrabassoon
Sponsored by Rachel Hadiashar/Zing Studio

Horn
Section sponsored by Charles Roberts, PhD

Jen Harrison, Principal**
Kyli White, Acting Principal
Derek Gustafson

Doug Riggs

Kurt Heichelheim

Trumpet

Section sponsored by James Jones & Naomi Cytron
James Smock, Principal

Jeff Snyder

Jason Gunderson
Sponsored by Catherine Holder

Trombone
Section sponsored by Hank & Mardy Stevens
Greg Scholl, Principal

John Warton

John Ohnstad, Principal Bass
Trombone**
Sponsored by Col. Mary J. Mayer, USAF (Ret)

Li Kuang, Acting Principal Bass
Trombone

Tuba

James Kuzmic

Timpani
Will Reno

Sponsored by Peter & Ann van Bever

Percussion
Mitchell Vogel, Principal
David Priore

Mike Romanaggi

Harp

Bethany Evans**
Sponsored by Col. Mary J. Mayer, USAF (Ret)

** Not featured in the Testimony concert

Q



OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Thank you to our loyal donors!

CORPORATE,
FOUNDATION &
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

All Classical Radio
Arden Event Collective

The Autzen Foundation
Botanica Floral + Home
BRAVO Youth Orchestras

City of Portland, Office
of Arts & Culture

Community Foundation
of SW Washington

Cultural Coalition of
Washington County

D27 Foundation, In Honor
of Cate Millar Sweeney

Eli & Mae Rosen
Foundation

Gresham Center for the
Arts Foundation

Herbert A. Templeton
Foundation

James F. & Marion L.
Miller Foundation

League of American
Orchestras, with the
support of the Virginia B.
Toulmin Foundation

Mark Spencer Hotel
Melvin Mark Companies
Michelle's Piano

Morel Ink

Moss Adams LLP

NFI Industries

Oregon Arts Commission

Oregon ArtsWatch

Oregon Cultural Trust
Portland Internetworks
Skylight Collective
Starseed Foundation
Tonkon Torp LLP

Umpqua Bank

VIRTUOSI ($5,000+)

Jessica Chou & Tom
Chau

Cliff & Karen Deveney
Ken & Ann Edwards
Betsy Hatton

Mary Chomenko &
Gregory K. Hinckley

Ronni S. Lacroute Fund
of Oregon Community
Foundation

Ken Lewis & Joyce Hart

Carol Martin & Marshall
Stowe

Colonel Mary J. Mayer,
USAF (Ret)

Sue O'Halloran & Allan
Richard

Pat Reser & Bill Westphal
Charles Roberts, PhD

M. Susan & William L.
Smith

Carol Streeter & Harold
Goldstein

Bob & Cate Sweeney

Peter & Ann van Bever

Neville Wellman &
Romani Lay
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Slate & Davida Wilson

CONDUCTOR'S CIRCLE
($2,500 - $4,999)

Anonymous
Scott & Linda Andrews

Diana & William H.
Dameron

Cooper Dubois & Sanda
Stein

Monika & Steven Fein
Steve & Diana Gordon
Eugene & Janet Grant

Grant & Gretchen
Hatton, In Honor of
Marjorie Beam

Catherine Holder

Lindsay & Christopher
Kolar

Noelle & Tom Mehlhorn
Phillip Smith
Hank & Mardy Stevens

Joanne Wakeland

GUARDIAN ANGELS
($1,000 - $2,499)

Johnny Adamson, In
Memory of Don Adamson

Carole Alexander
Coralynn Arrigotti

Ruth Barton & Jill
Reasoner

Steven Byess & Sara
Graef
Allen L. Dobbins

Dobbins Family Fund
of Oregon Community
Foundation



We gratefully acknowledge gifts of $250 or more received between April 15,

2024 and April 30, 2025. While we cannot list every donor here, we deeply
appreciate all contributions. To correct a listing, please call 503-234-4077.

Sarah Echternkamp &
Marc Hull

Dave Ek & Joan Cullen-Ek
Aliza Fox

Linda & Ron Greenman,
In Memory of Greg
Hatton

Rachel Hadiashar / Zing
Studio

Kevin Irving & Nicolo
Fonte

James Jones & Naomi
Cytron

Anne Emery Kyllo Fund of
The Denver Foundation

Tom Melville

Suzanne Nance &
Desmond Earley

Susan Nielsen

Léon Pluymaekers
Purple Thunder

Laureen Schiller

Hal & Diane Scoggins
Doug & April Westervelt
Mark Williams

Charlene Zidell

BENEFACTOR
($500 - $999)

Florence & Joseph
Beattie

Dan Boyce & Lilla Cabot
Don & Rita Duplessie

Barb Epstien & Julian
Gray

Jason Glick & Kirsten
Kyllingstad

Diana Gustafson

Joan Kingsley

Jess & Carmi Lyon
Michael & Diane McKeel
Deborah & Bill Resley
Judy & Michael Rompa

Pam Schossau & Tom
Trainor

Dean Speer
Laura Spurrell

Katie Urey, In Memory of
Jack Urey

Alyson & Robert Van
Cleve

PATRON ($250 - $499)
Anonymous

Karen & Jim Brunke
Alicia Charlton

Valri & Vincent
Chiappetta

Sonja Connor
Gail Gillespie

The Greenberg-Irving
Fund

Myrna Hall

Jamey Hampton &
Ashley Roland

Brad Hochhalter & Siri
Shetty

Sandra & Stephen
Holmes

Barbara Jensen & Dave
Ripley

Jacqueline & Charles
Kyle

Meg Larson & Richard
Lewis

Katherine McCoy

John P. & Suann Mooney
John & Lisa Ohnstad
Len & Gloria Otto

Adele & Ted Pelletier
Marva Petty

Doug Riggs

Elaine & Peter Schmidt
Adelle Ulner

Ellie van Bever & Joseph
Rollins, In Memory of
Greg Hatton

Help us bring
powerful
music to life.

DONATE
TODAY!




Oregon’s Progressive Orchestra

ORCHESTRA

NCVA

NORTHWIEST
presents

Season 2025-26
THROUGHLINES

Composers in Conversation Across Time

SUBSCRIPTIONS
ON SALE NOW!
novanw.org




